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rightly felt to be antiquated Add to this, that the
failure to pay the appointed taxes made negotiations
often impossible for lack of means, and it will be seen
how crippled and handicapped was the League in its
relations with Bruges.

The Baltic towns, ever the most public-spirited
and perhaps also the most commercially enlightened
recognizing this state of affairs, had in 1530 combined
on a fixed tariff, which they thought should be paid
to the factory at Bruges for its maintenance. But the
other cities would not listen to this, and the absence
of concord, that of late had made itself felt and heard
too often in the councils of the League, was manifest
again on this occasion. Town after town stated
through its deputies that it would not contribute to
this general tax unless some special favour were
granted to it, unless some special merchandise were
allowed to pass free into the Netherland domains;
the merchandise named being usually that in which
the bulk of the town's trade consisted. If ever an
association gave practical exemplification of the
homely saying of "cutting off one's nose to spite
one's face," the League was doing it at that moment

As usual Cologne was one of the most restive and
obstructive of all the towns. It actually proposed to
pay a lump sum of a hundred guilders annually, and
so be free from all custom duties of whatever kind.
By the time the dispute was at last decided, and a sum
fixed upon by all the towns together, the dominion of
Bruges had hopelessly passed away from the Hansa,
and the League was busy with the thought of removing
its factory to Antwerp.